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Abstract of JP8202998 

PURPOSE: To generate a stain detection alarm only when 
the detection performance of an image pickup sensor is 
lowered without requiring a new additive for stain detection 
by counting the number of times of loop in which a lane 
detection can not be performed within a prescribed time 
and energizing a different alarm means because a stain a 
sensor occurs when this number of times exceeds a 
threshold. CONSTITUTION: An image processor 4 detects 
the lane on a road by binahzing the image signal obtained 
from an image pickup sensor 1. When the lane detection 
can not be performed in the one loop In a program routine 
because this image processor 4 uses the processing 
program, a lane detection error is regarded to be 
generated and the number of times of this error is counted. 
When this number of times exceeds a threshold within a 
prescribed time, the stain of the image pickup sensor 1 is 
regarded to be generated and an alamn is generated by 
energizing the alarm means 6 which is different from the 
alarm means 5 of a lane deviation. Therefore, the lowering 
of the detection force due to the stain of a tens surface can 
be detected without an addition product. 
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